Community
Outreach

7

The team had a goal of reaching a minimum of 400 parents or
guardians of TCS middle school students. While many resources
like a blog and parent packet were provided, the team understood
that parents would be more likely to learn about the campaign if
the information came from a trusted, outside source such as the

local media. Additionally, anti-bullying is a large and pervasive
& problem in the Tuscaloosa community and the “| Can” team wanted

to spread the word and educate as many people as possible in

the city. The team reached out to multiple print media, radio and
Q TV stations. We also connected with the mayor’s office to have

February 25 declared “Stand Strong Day” in Tuscaloosa. By utilizing
media resources and the notoriety of Mayor Walt Maddox, the
team was able to reach large numbers of Tuscaloosa community

members and parents.
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Community Outreach

Media: General Press Release

Tuscaloosa City Schools

N(Qr Google

COTTONDALE | Students at Eastwood
Middle School and the University of
Alabama united Monday to mark

Tuscaloosa City Schools shared a link.
February 26 @

A new blog post from our friends on UA's Bateman Team Like - Comment - Share
who are working to address bullying in the Tuscaloosa

i 6 people like this.
City Schools.

E Write a comment...
Victim or Bully: How You ‘Can’ Tell

uabateman.wordpress.com [i

As a parent of a TCS student, you may have noticed

the HALT activities listed online, the posters in your

child's school, and the new “I Can" materials in the .
hallways. You've begun to understand h...

Tuscaloosa City Schools
February 25 &

Stand Strong Day
Mayor Walt Maddox proclaims that Monday February 25, 2013 is
Like - Comment - Share Stand Strong Day in Tuscaloosa.

il 5 people like this.

E Write a comment...

Tuscaloosa City Schools

1# Chat (51)

uu ttp:/ /www.facebook.com/TCSBoardofEd?fre Google
parent of a TCS student, you may have noticed Tuscaloosa City Schools

ALT activities listed online, the posters in your February 25 @

's school, and the new “| Can" materials in the -

ays. You've begun to understand h...
Stand Strong Day

Mayor Walt Maddox proclaims that Monday February 25, 2013 is
hre Stand Strong Day in Tuscaloosa.

hent...

[ity Schools
=3

get Eastwood Middle School's parent
i at 6:00 p.m. in the EMS library. See you

‘ 19 Chat (48)




Media: General Press Release

Contact: Kelsey Balzli, Media Relations Directar
2012-2013 UA Bateman Team

Email: ygbateman2013 @=mail.com

FPhone: 225- 328-8376

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TOF PUBLIC RELATIONS STUDENTS LAUNCH “I CAN" CAMPAIGN IN THE TUSCALOOSA CITY
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Five college students work with local middle schools to eliminate in-school bullving.

TUSCALDOSA- Five public relations students are teaming up with Tuscaloosa City Schools [TCS) to
stop bullying in local middle schools. The students are working closely with the current TCS anti-
bullying campaign H.A LT, or Harassment Awareness Learnine Tozether to enhance the campaign’s
message and appeal to students.

are cumpetmgmtbe national Bateman Case Buldyﬁumpeunun hosted hythemh;jglm;
Student Society of America (PRSSA). The students are all currently enrolled in The Unjversity of
Alabama Department of Advertising and Public Relations,

The UA Bateman Team faces more than 75 national collegiate teams as each works to create and
implement the best anti-bullying campaign. The UA team will wisit TCS middle schools the entire
month of February to help HALT coordinators in all six schools facilitate games, activities and
initiatives to increase bullying awareness.

“Since this is our first year of implementation, we are always looking for avenues to enhance our
HALT program to make it more effective in our schools,” says Vickie Brown, director of student
services for TCS. “This group of University of Alabama students is passionate about helping find
solutions to the issues of bullying and we are confident it will impact our HALT programin a
positive way."

The team developed the “I Can” campaign to build on the current HALT message of standing strong
against bullying. The campaign aims to create positive messaging that encourages students to look
for kindness in their schools and classmates.

The creator of HALT and HALT coordinator at Eastwood Middle School, Shannon Beard has high
hopes for the campaign. Beard says that she hopes that the “I Can” campaign will re-energize
students and faculty in TCS schools and that working with the Bateman Team has been "an
enjoyable partmership with a win-win cutcome for all involved.”

-more-

The stadent= on the Batemam Team will werk through March 20 to execute the *[ Can® campaign
amd submit a findshed plans boolk bo the competition, The ook will outline the campaign, esxplaining
thes research. work and activities that went oo making 1 Can® & reality,

“The campaign bax been a kot of hard work,” say= [aoguie McMabon, 2 member of the Bateman
Tk, “We've all put our haarts and souls into this program: and we can't wait to see how it &l
works ot Wa're axcited te make a diffarence in the lives of Tascaloosa shedents.”

Ay

The Bateman Case Sy Compatiner 5 The Pedic Relehons Smdent Seciety af Americn s
(PRESA) prowrier maiionel cose shuy compelifien fior publac relations siedentr,. The goals af the
2073 Batemurr Caze Sredy Compatition are fo fmcraese awarmess among ciwldran, feens, parants
ang other kay owdioncey of Mo senonr short- awd’ fewp-dermr comregrances af youth bellpmg
(beelleing batwesn die apes af 10-19), and fxform Mese awdiances of i staps ey can foka re
lalp pravest aod raparr bulfving, The Laversice of Alsboma Baraway Team parmienad with
Trercmippen Cify Schoolr bo cromie the “T Caw™ compeign i essociafaan wiil the FALT
anfi-bwllying fririminee (Harazsment Awaremesr-Leaming Teperker), The Baresmen stvdanis i
T Dniversiny of Alabawia s tap-ranbed Advarrisieg and Pablic Relenors Deparrmesr aim to
decranse bulhing casen in the loca! middle sehools az wall @1 e Taorloosa FIACA.
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Media: “Stand Strong Day” Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Jacquie McMahon
February 18, 2013 843-359-2090
Jjamemahon@crimson.ua.edu

Mayor Walt Maddox announces “Stand Strong Day” to combat bullying in Tuscaloosa
schools

As a part of the newly-launched “I Can” campaign, the city of Tuscaloosa will dedicate an entire
day to anti-bullying education and awareness.

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. - In response to the growing severity of in-school and cyber bullying,
Tuscaloosa City officials declared Feb. 25 as “Stand Strong Day.” On this day, the “I Can” campaign
will sponsor educational events to continue promotion of the empowering anti-bullying message.

Five public relations students from The University of Alabama created the “I Can” anti-bullying
campaign to re-energize the Tuscaloosa City Schools’ HALT initiative launched in August.
Approximately 28 percent of students in grades six thru 12 experience regular bullying each year,
according to the National Bullying Prevention Center. This also includes cyber bullying, which has
increased significantly with the popularity of social media sites. HALT and “I Can” aim to eliminate this
problem in the Tuscaloosa area.

“We greatly appreciate the efforts of the UA students as they spread awareness of the Tuscaloosa City
Schools’ anti-bullying program to the entire community,” said TCS Director of Student Services Vickie
Brown. “We are hoping this will be an annual event we can continue as a part of our Harassment
Awareness-Learning Together (HALT) program during the month of February.”

“I Can” team member and UA senior, Julia Gardial, hopes “Stand Strong Day” will promote
compassion in the Tuscaloosa community.

“After months of researching bullying and its damaging effects on kids, we are thrilled that our efforts
have achieved an annual day devoted to addressing this hot-button issue,” Gardial said. “We hope
‘Stand Strong Day’ will ensure sustainability for the ‘I Can’ campaign and its powerful message. I hope
the students feel the difference in their schools.”

The UA students created the “I Can” initiative for entry in the 2012-2013 National Bateman Case
Study Competition. The students created posters, pledge banners, a newsletter and other promotional
materials to spread the campaign’s message. While “I Can” was created for a national contest, the
students behind the campaign have higher hopes than a national championship.

““Stand Strong Day’ is day for students, parents and teachers to recognize bullying and take the steps to
stop it,” said Haley Flanagan, UA junior and “I Can” member. “Our campaign approaches bullying in a
proactive way and suggests actions students can actually take to become positive peers in their

schoals ™

Thromghout the monih of Febraary, Tescalogsy muddle school stadends hanve mipned amh-bullyving pledges
and particypated in bullbying-themed games and educational activities. Other events this month include 5
“Min-N-Muanch™ activery during lonch asd as “T Care”™ week, when snsdenrs will sead cncoumging
messapss io enodeer snsdent for an eotire school weel. For more mformation abour the =1 Can™

campaigm or Tuscalooss City Schools, visst wewrer sobatemen weordpress coon ar the TCS welbmibe.

The Bmteman Case Sty Cowpetiiiow i3 The Pudlar Relehions Sgdent Secrety af dmarica s
{PRESAF prowmer manonel cose sieay commpeiimon for onifsc redaivons sidantr, The goads af ke
205 3 Botemarr Case Siwly Coampebifion ara fo froraeee swaranesy gmorg chldran, feens, parenis
ang otber kay ewdienres of Mo senows shart- and dewg-dere commegrances af vt deliymg
ihallying betwaar U apes aff 10-19), and bgforme fhese audiences of the staps dhay can feka fe
help pravant end rapart bullving. Tha Universive of Alsbomne Banowan Team parmaned with
Tewwremlansn Cify Sohaolr to cramte the T Cow ™ compeign i essocimtian with the HALT
anfr-tellping rrammhve (Haroeement dworeresy-Loarmieg Tegether), The Batesen stvdends in
T Undvarsity of Alobama s sap-ranbed ddvarrisieg and Preblic Relanoes Deparimeer aim to
decransa bullving cases v the locel widdle schools ax well ax fhe Taronlaosa FIACA,




Media: TV News Coverage

Reach:
45,000

ublici Value:
gyt

Major news station ABC 33/40 interviewed UA Bateman Team
member Jacquie McMahon about the campaign on Feb. 14.

Reach:
250,00

zu‘?bgu‘l'g \/ﬂ\luu

Local news station WVUA interviewed UA Bateman Team
member Kelsey Balzli about the campaign on
“Stand Strong Day.”



Media: TV News Coverage

BIRMINGHAM

Reach:
400,000

Pdﬂ V‘u
i

b TUSCALOOSA NEWSROOM
MO\ KELSEY BALZI =
UA Batem; Team member Kelsey Balzli discussed the

importance of “Stand Strong Day” with major Birmingham news
station Fox 6.

Member Center: Manage Account | Sign Up

WBRCMD - MyFoxMarket * Contests * LawCall * Get Coupo
VIDEO WEATHER SPORTS v COMMUNITY ABOUT Us

o If experiencing red, tender or bleeding gums, e ¢
5mu'/g then you may have periodontal disease. UAR's 2. STEPHENS PERFORMING |
A5 PR, smiledesigncenter.net ~click for more-
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WBRC

BIRMINGHAM
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Tusc. students declare: "I Can" stand strong
against bullying

........
g Recommend [ 5 people recommend this. Be the first of your friends.

Pngez Views:
Posted: Feb 25, 2013 5:37 PM CST ’oo ooo
Updated: Feb 25, 2013 5:37 PM CST
By Kelvin Reynolds - bio | email

TUSCALOOSA, AL (WBRC)- Tuscaloosa middle schoolers showed their

CELEBRITY FEATURES
support for anti-bullying today with a banner sporting nearly 600 signatures.

Kim & Kanye's baby
Public relations students from the University of Alabama rolled out the *I Can™ % ’ Christina Applegate
program for Eastwood Middle School students Monday. b % Diane Lane & Brolin|
Tuscaloosa City Schools have pushed another anti-bullying program called

HALT (Harrassment Awareness Learn Together) since last August. Organizers

Depp's near-death e
PO 1 oic Hammer arrestd

Fox 6 came to the “Stand Strong Day” event at Eastwood
Middle School.




Media: Radio Coverage

Nine radio stations aired the following 30 second PSA about
throughout the day on Feb. 25.

“I Can" Radio Announcement
Total Time: :30

ANNOUNCER: | can combat bullying and you can too. Mayor Walt Maddox has
declared February 25th as “Stand Strong Day.” The University of Alabama Bateman
Team and Tuscaloosa City Schools"HALT program have partnered to unify the
community and to stop bullying. To learn more about the “I Can” campaign, please
visit the Tuscaloosa City Schools’ website or visit U-A Bateman dot wordpress

dot com. On February 25th, let’s make Tuscaloosa a bully-free zone. We can unite
against bullying. We will stand strong.
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Media: Radio Coverage
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Media: Radio Coverage

With the help of radio host Monk and Town Square, was promoted on
the front page of websites for the following five radio stations, which reached different target
audiences.

the Truth 790 AM

rre
res

T i ’

HOME ON-AIR LISTEN PLAYLIST BEARVIP EVENTS ROLLTIDE LOCALEX

TRENDING: MEET TIM MCGRAW | PET OF THE WEEK | TRADERS MARKET | SPRING FLING 2013 | PERFECT PLAYLIST | ¢

‘Stand Strong Day' In T-Town

ﬁ - By Monk & days ago

The message reached a target segment who
listened to 95.3 The Bear, a country station.
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Media: Radio Coverage

‘STAND STRONG DAY’ IN T-TOWN

The “Stanc o message reached a target segment who
listened to B101.7, a Top 40 radio station.

HOME ON-AIR LOCALEXPERT WTUGLISTENERCLUB EVENTS CONTACT US

TRENDING: WEST ALABAMA TRADERS MARKET | TUSH IALF MARATHON | JENNIFER HUDS THE TJMS

LISTEN LI

« BFA Film

= BS Visual Journalism

+ BFA Graphic Design

« BFA Prolessional Phalgraptty

 MFA Photography

BrooksInstitute E

RECENTLY PLA

The message reached a target segment who
listened to 92.9 WTUG, an R&B station.

HOME ON-AIR LOCALEXPERT EVENTS INSIDERSCLUB INSTAGRAMS CONTACTUS

TRENDING: ©OSCARS | TUSCALOOSA HALF MARATHOM | INSTAGRAM CHALLENGE | WEST ALABAMA TRADERS MARKET | SEIZE THE DEAL — TUSH




Media: Radio Coverage

DO S
rd .
. & L
TUSCALOOSA'S HOME FOR JOX!

HOME ON-AIR LOCALEXPERT EVENTS AUDIO ALABAMA CRIMSON CLUB

TRENDING: [INSIDE THETIDE | CFB PLAYOFFS | TUSCALOOSA HALF MARATHON | S$5K SHOPPING SPREE | WEST ALABAM,

‘Stand Strong Day’ In T-Town

By Monk & days ago

F . s A
The message reached a target segment who
listened to 99.1 The Deuce, a sports station.

the Truth 790 AM

HOME ON-AIR LOCALEXPERT EVENTS THERADIOFAMILY NEWS CONTACTUS

TRENDING: TRADERS MARKET | TUSCALOOSA HALF MARATHON

‘STAND STRONG DAY’ IN T-TOWN

tha

ST
‘,_. s A |I
A
o Wy 1 i

L |

m@ R the Truth 790 AM
=54

+ Network Online & In-Person
v Conferences and Seminars
+ Career Development Tools
~ Business Exposure
v And 50 Much More!

Registration... (UL

RECENTLY PLAY|

message reached a target segment who

listened to 790 WTSK, a gospel AM radio station.
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Print/Online Media

BULLIES

CoNTINUED FroM Pack 1B

The team hasalso focused on
persuading middle school stu-
dents to increase how often
they report bullying. One of the
team's goals is to help students
understand that they can stop
bullying by sticking together.

“We've been doing events
once a week in the middle
schoolsto build positive leader-
ship amongst the students, be
role models for them,” Ladril-
lono said

He said the Bateman Team

chose to launch the campaign
in the city school system be-
causeithas the HALT (Harass-
ment Awareness Learning To-
gether) program. HALT is
comprised of monthly events,
surveys and a curriculum on
bullying prevention.

Deanna Hall, a 14-year-old
eighth-grader at Eastwood,
said she's learned a lot about
bullying in the last month.

“Ilikeit, and thinkit's abetter
way to help students stay strong,
make friends and face their
fears,” said “This month we've
learned to stop bullying by first
trying to talk to people and ask
how they feel around people.”

Reach Jamon Smith at jamon.
smith@tuscaloosanews.com or
205-722-0204.,

1911 24th St.
Northport, AL @]ﬂﬂ
205-339-3681 an
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More than 600 students signed tis anner at Eastwood MiddleSchioo on Moy mpmm
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Signing up to stop bulhes

Eastwood Middle,
UA students join
forees in campaign

By Juman St
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The Tuscaloosa News wrote an article about the banner signing at Eastwood Middle
School during
The article was posted online on Feb. 25 and printed on Feb. 26.
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Central Native, Kelsey Balzli,

According w Ingoeg, =t least
25 papsaint al ahidenls experience
bullying ono daily basis. Five of The
University of Alabama’s top pablic
relatians shedenis hove partnensd
with Twscaloosa City Schools
o launch the [ Can”™ campaign,
which aims 1o elimimte bullying
in locnl middbe schools. The ™1
Can" campaign will be submitted
o compeie  agninst  universities
wruss the nation a3 o part of the
Poblic Relations Stodent Society
of mmerica’s prestighons Matlonsl
Bateman Case Sudy Competition.
Chie of the fve atidents myval vid
is Central native, Kelsey Baldi.
Kelsey's mother Helen Baleli awns
Central Physical Therapy in Centrzl,
and Kelsey wtiended St Alphorsas
Sl For e years bl going 0

Selected for National Competition

S Joseph's Acadery and attending
eollege at LIA, “This cempaign has
invodved a Jot of work, passion. and
creativity,” Baleli said “As | finish
my smier yoar at The University
of Alabama, 1 am thrilled fo wse
my pahlic relions experience o
help kids “bully-proof” Tuscaloosa
Hullying & such n serious issuz
that nesds 1o b addmssed, and |
mm proud io be o witel part of the
Batemam team™ ‘1 Can” campaign.™
Balzli hopes in persue a career
in public relatioss 0 Mew Work
after she gradwates in BMay. Far
mwigee information aboul Balzh and
her wock, vist wowkelsevbalzli
oo, For moce (nformation about
the Mational Bateman Case Stady
Competiiion, see the full pressrelense
onlime ol www, Central S peaks com

Central Speaks, a newspaper from Central City, La., wrote an article about native Kelsey
Balzli and her involvement with the UA Bateman Team on Feb. 15.
Reach: PuHi I Valuu
20,304 $588.00
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Print Media
PRSSA students hope to replicate success of LTUT

The UA Bateman Team created the ‘I can’ campa

%M-Iq irisn

¥ R pria

The TA Fublic Relations
Sludent Socety af Ameriea's
LopsThanUThink anti-binge
drinking campalgn resulted in
a huge sucpess, causing five
public relations studenta to
aapire b create a similar mulkl-
facetsd campalzn. Bul this
time their targel is not college
otadents, Bul matead, middle
schnl students

Spreading  acrass  six
Tuscalengn Clly Schools, the
Ui Bateman Team created the
“l Can® campsign to enhance
TC% anti-bullying campaign,
Huarissment Learting Topethar
(HALT). The “I Can" campaimm
a1 enspever middle sehool
stuslents and get them to
unite and stand Hrong apainaf
laltving.

The University's PRESA
serretary, Jacquie Mehahaon,
il the TCS schonls have wel-
comed the team and jumped

(4

I1's sk grest oppertenity fn wark with the students end aciually get
f0 v some af e on & mare persomol lval, which makes air cause
ramem sieh marg with tham.

— Jatguin Mchchar

ot this ey lunlly o further
combat Jocal yowth bullying

Mchahon said when the tgam
first met witl Shanman Beard,
Eastwood Middle-School's guid-
anee coumsoior &l creator of
the original HALT program,
her anly response was, "How
RO CHA YO LOme T

"It's touching Lo ses how
thrilled the counsalors are
to have ws working on the
cause MeMalan sakl “The
shadents Tave even tald us that
they llke the new posters we
digigned, and thoy were eape-
cially pxeited Lo sign the large

DARnET we nrought in thet read,

‘1 Can Stand Strong Against’

Dullying/™
McMahon said the tleam
spent  MWovember  through

January planning the can-
paign, it the most rewarding
part of the entire experiencs
haz been visiting the schools
and interacting with the stu.
dents daring the menth of
February.

In order to make the pro-
gram more effective in the
sehools, the UA Batemen Team
came up with difforent strate.
gies bo ralze swaransess, such

ax degigning bamners so sto-
dents can algn bo renew thale
HALT wow o “stop bullying in
sthoola”

“The mast touching expe-
Tience was watching the stu-
dents read the posters ns we
ot them up,” McMahon ssid.
“They've already been so
reeplive. . It's suth a great
opportundty to work with the
studants and actually get Lo
know somme of them on & mors
personal Jevel, which makes
Our chuse respnate even mope
with them,™

Gardial said while visiting
the schools hos been & gratifv-
Ing experience, Iife as g pub-
lie relations major has ' aksa,
been difficull jupghng classes
and applying for gradunts

and

Programs g
“Being busy iz something
that PR practtloners just hive
tn get used to," Qardial said.
“There are always new cliznts,
Tew campalgng and new chal-
lenges in tha feld, hut when

yuu get o talk that eoe kid that
really likes the program, it all
paye ofr*

Gardial sald that while life
a5 a PR practitioner is very
stressfil, werking hard at
the Lasks is what mekes il so
rewarding.

She sald that after hearing
aboul the TA Bateman Tewm
from ome af hee classmates,
shat knaw ahe wamted fo bo o

of it

part

“In the FE program here
there: are 8 ton of really great
appermmies W learn about
communications 10 & hands-
on way, but Bateman really
appenled to my competitive
slde,” Gardial sald, “Its g won-
dexful way in Jearn new skillg
andl analyze what It takes to
Fiin 2 seeessful campaien.”

Haley Flanagas, a [JA
Hataman Team memher, gaid
to bé & part of the team she
Dzl to go through an interviaw
provess with her advisor, Ter
Henley, and student advizor,

ign to combat bullying in Tuscaloosa’s middle Schﬂﬂfs:;

Leighton Brown. =
“1 wanted to join the team
bocawse bullying is such a hig
Ezaue all over the country and
I wunted to do samething 10
help,” Flansgan ssid. =
The next step for the UA
Bateman Team is to conduct
post-surveys amd evaluate
the whale eampaign to pre-
pare them for thelr wpeom-
ing notional Bolemsam Omse
Study Competitien hosted by
the Public Relations Stadent
Saviety of America,

TFacing more than 75 national
collepiate teams, the winners
will b announesd based on
which team created and jmple-
mented the hest anti-ballying
campaipn, tH

“We will be able to defer-
mine the effectivensess of aur
campaign and then we will
submit sur plana, back and
campetition eotry Mareh 2oth,"
Flanagan szid “After that we
walt and s=e ifwe placed in the
compeLition”

Student newspaper, The Crimson White, compared the success of the campaign with
another student-run campaign, LessThanUThink. LessThanUThink recently launched
nationwide.
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UA PR students helping with anti-bullying
initiative at Tuscaloosa middle schools

By Chris Pow | cpowial.com .
Sl on February 14,2013 at 4:00 PM, updated February 14, 2013 at 4:03 PM (= Print

TUSCALOOSA, Alabama --
Five University of Alabama
students are working with
Tuscaloosa City middle schools
this month to help with a newly
implemented anti-bullying

Most Comments

Ellis Johnson: Fixing Auburn's tackling
problems a matter of pursuit, affort

Auburn dismisses defensive tackle
Devaunte Sigler for a violation of team
rules

Program.
Gus Malzahn, Ellis Johnson believe

Auburn's hurry-up, no-huddle will pay

dividends for defense
Nick Saban's greatest natural rasource|
submit a presentation of their Alabama's fat toddlers (JD Crowe)
work in March to the national View full size
Batermnan Case Study Competition  [he 2012-23 UA Bataman Team. From left: Halay Flanagan (uniod. ™) Auburn's Homesoming set for Oot. 12

After writing a past article on the HALT program, AL.com wrote an article about
the campaign and the efforts of the UA Bateman Team.

a UA NEWS

The UA public relations students,
who began working on a
campaign in November, plan to

UA PR Students Team with Tuscaloosa Schools to ‘HALT’ Tools
Bullying Emallto a friend
February 13, 2013 - Filed under: Qutreach, Students | Tagged: College of Communication & Information Sciences Subscribe via RSS

Increase font size T
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Five University of Alabama public

relations students are teaming with Tuscaloosa City Schools Decrease font size T

in efforts to stop bullying in local middle schools. Bookmark and Share [+]
The students are working closely with the Tuscaloosa City
School's anti-bullying campaign HALT, or Harassment News & Media
Awareness Learning Together, to enhance the campaign's

UA News

message and appeal to students.
R h M

The students, Kelsey Balzli, Benjie Ladrillono, Jacguie esadrch Magazine
McMahon, Haley Flanagan and Julia Gardial, are
competing in the national Palman Case Sl.udy Competition From et Elaly Flanagan (Jrior), Jusia Grvial (serior], angs Video Newsroom
hosted by the Public Relations Student Society of America. | uiono (junior), Jacquie McMahon (sophomore) and Kelsey

The students are enrolled in The University of Alabama Balzli (senior). UAin the News
department of advertising and public relations.

Dialog

UA Student News

The UA Bateman Team faces more than 75 national collegiate teams as each works to create and implement UA Events Calendar
the best anti-bullying campaign. The UA team will visit TCS middle schools throughout February to help HALT

The University of Alabama recognized the campaign and the efforts of the
UA Bateman Team on its official news site. This coverage proved effective in
reaching parents because UA is the largest employer of parents in the city. A.53
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The University of Alabama’s College of Communication and Information
Sciences featured the UA Bateman Team on its homepage.
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The Advertising and Public Relations Department featured the UA Bateman
Team on its homepage while tracking the media coverage of the team.
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UA public relations students contribute to

With the help of five students from the University of Alabama, an anti-bullying
UAd bust campaign is making a splash in Tuscaloosa City Schools by encouraging students to

books, speaks A group of five University of Alabama public relations students are working with

Dateline Alabama published an article about the campaign and the impact

of the campaign.
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UA PR Students Team with Tuscaloosa Schools to
‘HALT’ Bullying

From University of Alabama News
February 13, 2013 - 12:06pm

Five University of Alabama public relations students have developed the °1 Can™
campaign to help increase bullying awareness among local middle school
students in Tuscaloosa City Schools.
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Tusc. students declare: "I Can" stand Gewer)

strong against bullying

General Sources Monday 25th February, 2013

TUSCALOQSA, AL (WBRC) - Tuscaloosa middle schoolers showed their support for anti-
bullying today with a banner sporting nearly 600 signatures. Public relations students
from the University of Alabama rolled out the "I Can” program for Eastwood Middle
School students Monday. Tuscaloosa City Schools have pushed another anti-bullying
program called HALT (Harrassment Awareness Learn Together) since last August.

Birmingham Star

Feb 25,2013 | biminghamstar.com
TUSC. STUDENTS DECLARE | CAN STAND STRONG AGAINST BULLYING
Tusc. students declare: I Can” stand strong against bullying General Sources Monday 25th February, 2013

TUSCALOOSA, AL (WBRC) - Tuscaloosa middle schoolers showed their support for anti-bullying today with a
banner sporting...

Feb 25,2013 | birminghamstar.com

RETIRED UA LIERARIAN KILLED IN ALBERTA HOME INVASION

General Sources Monday 25th February, 2013 BIRMINGHAM, AL (WBRC) - Tuscaloosa officials have determined the cause of death for
an elderly woman found killed inside her Alberta home Sunday night. Authorities have identified the..

Feb 25 2013 | alcom

'SATURDAYS IN THE PARK' RETURNS THIS WEEKEND TO UA'S MOUNDVILLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
PARK
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We have news items here related to Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

Alabama football team will be honored by President Obama - The
University of Alabama football team will be honored by President Obama for 3|
the third time in the last four years when the Crimson Tide visits the White

Uog park o NoONor STUdents mMmemory - A plannea aog park will oe namea
in honor of Will May, an eighth-grader at Rock Quarry Middle School who
died in a hunting accident Jan. 12. 19452

City school board may change curriculum - TUSCALOOSA | The
Tuscaloosa City Board of Education could approve some major changes to
the next school year's course offerings when it meets today at 6 p.m. 19451

Push for new Holt High splits BOE - Holt High School, built in 1944, is the
oldest school building in the Tuscaloosa County School System. And county
school board member Schmitt Moore, who represents Holt, said it's time to
build a new school. 19450

repruary
26th, 2013

February
26th, 2013

February
26th, 2013

Students sign banner as pledge to stop bullies - COTTONDALE |
Students at Eastwood Middle School and the University of Alabama united
Monday to mark “Stand Strong Day" as part of an effort to stop bullying.
15448

February
26th, 2013

Budget cuts wont slow local airport, city officials say - TUSCALODSA |
City transportation officials are awaiting a decision on a round of automatic
spending cuts that could ax $600 million from the Federal Aviation
Administration’s budget and possibly affect Tuscaloosa's air traffic
controllers. 19448

Bridge on Highway 216 to be worked on today - 19447

Convent Street to be closed for maintenance - 19446

TuscaloosaBusiness.com
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February
25th, 2013

February
25th, 2013



Media Summary

The UA Bateman Team was able to reach over one million people throughout the “I
Can” campaign implementation. The team reached out to several different media,
including radio, television, print and online sources. With the different media the
media coverage’s total publicity value reached over $5,000. Through the media
coverage the team was able to spread anti-bullying awareness to the Tuscaloosa
community, as well as the communities of Birmingham and Anniston, even reaching
Louisiana.

Total radio stations: 9
Total TV: 3
Total Print: 3
Total Online: 14
Total Blog views: 272

Total Reach: 1,485,921 people (including blog)
Total PuHici-l-g value: +5173.90
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Vickie Brown
Director of Student Services, TCS

cALoo

'ﬂ'@%

SCHO

March 14, 2013

Dear Awards Committee:

Please accept this letter of support for the University of Alabama Bateman team in
their national competition. The UA Bateman team approached our district earlier in the
year concerning a partnership with Tuscaloosa City Schools to support our anti-bullying
district program called Harassment Awareness/Learning Together better known as
HALT.

The team members were very enjoyable to work with and really impressed all of our
employees with Tuscaloosa City Schools with their maturity and their sincere desire to
help our system make a difference in the on -going attempts to address and combat
bullying in our system.

The UA Bateman team did an outstanding job in our middle schools during the
month of February. The visuals they created were excellent and really helped take our
HALT program to another level. In addition, they were able to secure an appointment
with Mayor Walt Maddox to declare February 25, 2013 as “ | Can Stand Strong Day” in
Tuscaloosal

The collaboration and partnership established with the UA Bateman team was a great
experience for our school district. The team members were excellent role models for
our students and | am sure they all have promising futures in their career endeavors.
Their level of maturity and willingness to accept responsibility was excellent and | highly
commend them for a campaign well done in Tuscaloosa City Schools.

ik, B o)

leIe G. Brown
Director of Student Services
Tuscaloosa City Schools

1210 21ST AVENUE « P.O. BOX 038991 = TUSCALOOSA, AL 35403 - P:205.759.3700 » F:205.759.3711 « TUSCALOOSACITYSCHOOLS.COM
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Angie Morrison
University Place Guidance Counselor

Mr. Tom Danner, Principal

1715 ML King Jr. Blvd.
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401
Phone: 205-759-3631

Fax: 205-759-8635

March 12, 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for including University Place Middle School in the Bateman Team Project. Our students have
learned so much about being proactive and making positive choices. They have also increased and
enhanced their social skills and coping skills. Teacher report a decreased in negative interactions among
peers and fewer reports of bullying in the classroom and during transition.

The Bateman team members did an excellent job presenting to the students in a way that was both
relevant and engaging. The students especially enjoyed role playing and problem solving. The HALT
banner was also a big hit with students. Students signed the banner as a commitment to standing strong.

Our faculty recognizes and appreciates the positive results in our school climate. We are eager to

continue the positive mission the Bateman team initiated in our school.

Sincgrely,

S Mo
Angie Morrison, School Counselor

(205)759-3631
amorris@tusc.k12.al.us




Constance Pewee-Childs
Tuscaloosa Magnet Guidance Counselor

Constance Pewes Mar 12 (6 days ago) -
fome =

Re: The "I CAN" Campaign

The "I Can® Campalgn was a grest sddition to the HALT Program
that the Tuscaloosa Clty Schools has in place for their schools. The
pe-commitrnent came &t 2 great time of the school year becsuse it
was a reminder that the focus of a bally free environment is a long
tiene commitrent that we must continoe to work towards. My
students enjoyved the interaction with Kelsey Balzll and gained mose
insight from the classroom lessons. The "Mix-n-Musch” day was a
gucoess and was another opporunity o allow the siudents o step
out of the norm &nd talk o new people. Oversll, the propram was a
gnooess!

Constance Pevoee-Childs




R

CAPSTONE AGENCY

Creative Innovative Effective
Dear 2013 UA Bateman Team,
It is with great pleasure that | write this letter of support for the “I Can”
campaign. As Firm Director of Capstone Agency, | have had the pleasure of
working with each of this year’s Bateman Case Study Competition Team
members. | am extremely impressed with this team’s results in the Tuscaloosa
community.
| am convinced this campaign is making a difference within this community and
needs to be extended past the competition’s deadline. Capstone Agency would
like to continue this campaign. | am excited to see how far “we can” bring the

“l Can” campaign, together.

Sincerely,

jmxz’{ (Abarm—

Jessica Colburn
Capstone Agency Director
205.348.0365

email: capstoneagency.ua@gmail.com

The University of Alabama
Box 870172 » Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0172 « www.capstoneagency.org
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Formative
Research

7

After exhausting online research, the team sought experts in the bullying field
to gain valuable primary information. The team interviewed two key experts:
one representative from Rachel’s Challenge and one professional with a PhD.

‘ ‘ in psychology. With the help of these experts, the team was able to better
understand why bullying occurs and how to best collect data about bullying
v v in the schools. After these interviews the team created and issued a pre- and
D | b post-survey to each middle school student in Tuscaloosa City Schools to collect
A information on the students’ awareness of bullying. The following section

A includes the primary research the team conducted.

D
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Formative Research

Secondary Research

In School

"I Choose"

RAcHELS

l:hallenge

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

State

ThindeYouSpeakcom

8
\QW W IT GETS BETTER

K S KIDE

J(K & TEKI(V SABAN HEU‘ING CHILDREN

abybé;bmying‘ \

PACER’
) leonul Bullymg Prevenllon Center.

e End of Bullyii

Out of School

When beginning campaign research, the UA Bateman Team needed to investigate existing
anti-bullying campaigns, specifically identifying national vs. local programs carried out in
school vs. after school. Thus, the “research matrix” was born. By graphing the findings and
learning from the strengths and weaknesses of other programs, the team was able to isolate
the need for local, in-school programs with a positive message.

HALT

Secondary research started with Tuscaloosa City Schools and its anti-bullying initiative,
HALT. Most of its secondary research stemmed from Stopbullying.gov, a federal anti-bullying
educational site.

Alabama State Department of Education
The Alabama State Department of Education’s website provided information about current
policies in Alabama related to anti-bullying legislation.

Nick’s Kids Fund

The UA Bateman Team looked into the Nick’s Kids Fund (sponsored by UA football coach,
Nick Saban) to get a general idea of childhood needs in the Tuscaloosa community. This
gave the team an idea of which campaign events would be appropriate for specific age
groups regarding the campaign.



PFLAG

PFLAG provides online educational resources to foster respect for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender youth online and in-school. Because so many anti-bullying campaigns focus
on the LGBT community, PFLAG provided insight into ways the UA Bateman Team would
possibly address LGBT bullying in middle schools.

Cyberbullying Resource
Cyberbullying Resource is a website sponsored by The University of Alabama. It serves as a
resource for parents, teachers and children on the dangers and realities of cyberbullying.

Rachel’s Challenge

Rachel’s Challenge is a national anti-bullying campaign created in response to the
Columbine High School shootings. The campaign’s message focuses on kindness and the
life story of Rachel Scott, one of the teenagers killed at Columbine High School. Rachel’s
Challenge has reached more than 18 million students with its programs, and the UA
Bateman Team used it as a model for some of the messaging in the campaign.

“l Choose”

The “l Choose” campaign challenges students to change their bullying behavior in order
to become better students and peers. The “I Choose” campaign primarily addresses
cyberbullying, and serves as a key resource for the issue.

“Stand for the Silent”

The “Stand for the Silent” initiative is a national campaign that exists as a response to Ty
Smalley’s bullying-related suicide. Since May 2010, Kirk and Laura Smalley have traveled to
hundreds of schools and spoken with more than 580,000 kids.

Think B4 You Speak

The “Think B4 You Speak” campaign addresses negative language and its impact on LGBT
students. The movement focuses on educating communities about using positive language
when referring to LGBT students both in-school and online.

It Gets Better

The “It Gets Better” project communicates to LGBT youth that the world around them will
“get better” over time and that there is hope for a brighter future. In response to LGBT
bullying and its recent connection to so many adolescent suicide cases, “It Gets Better”
emphasizes creating positive learning environments for LGBT teens and young adults.

Pacer.org’s National Bullying Prevention Center

Founded in 2006, PACER’s National Bullying Prevention Center unites, engages and educates
communities nationwide to address bullying through creative, relevant and interactive
resources.

See included DVD for hyperlinks to secondary resources. A. 69



Original HALT Posters

The UA Bateman Team studied the existing HALT posters, noting their negative messages
and dark imagery. Questions in the primary research surveys for the students asked

objective questions about design to evaluate effectiveness and inform the team’s design
decisions.

STAND STRONG!

I will be a caring and kind leader.!
In my world," §

NO BULLIES ARE ALLOWED.

1 will be a caring and Kind leader.
In my world,

NO BULLIES ARE A




